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The Research of Song-jiang Battle Array at Tainan Lutaoyang

Professor : Tsung-Shin Tsai

Student : Ching-Hsiung Chang

Abstract

This study was inspired by finding the historical facts of Song-jiang battle array at

Lutaoyang. It adopts the historical method of research. Its purposes are to study

Song-jiang battle array’s history background, origin, development and heritage, and to

analyze the meaning and function of its performance at Lutaoyang.  The results of the

research are as follows:

1. This area, Lutaoyang, was part of Damulong Hill belonging to the tribe called Silayia.
In order to guard against bandits and thieves appearing here in Chin dynasty, a
protection organization was constituted here and some villagers were recruited to
form a militia. After the ancestors of the Jiang clan moved here from Fu-Gen,

Mainland China, the militia prospered and became the battle array troupe with the
feature of martial art.

2. According to a collation of legends and relics, it has been one hundred and
sixty-eight years since the first organization of militia appeared at Lautaoyang. As is
shown by the evidence of what was written on the sheath of flagstaff for a leading
banner, "Established at the village of Lutaoyang in September of the forty-second
years of Emperor Meiji's reign,” this battle already has a history of more than 97
years.

3. As for its organizing procedure, the battle array troupe was convened by the patriarch
of a Jiang clan and popularized with temple celebration. There have been three
interruptions in its history; in contrary to general Song-jiang battle array which is
advised by martial art advisor with leading flags and axes and periodically performed
with swaying flags and drum beating, the order of present battle displayed by the
Song-jiang Battle Array troupe still retains the manner inherited from the ancestors.

4. The weapon, equipment and the matrix of battle array reflect the local agricultural
living style, martial art division, religion and culture. As time went by, it evolved
progressively as functions of protecting villager, blessing, peace, culture inheritance,
aggregation of family group, keeping health and unifying the villager.

Keywords: Song-jiang Battle Array
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